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SPACE HEATER BEST PRACTICES 

 
According to the National Fire Protection Association, the use of supplemental heating equipment such as space 

heaters, is the leading cause of home fires from December through February, and the second-leading cause of home 

fires year-round. That’s why it’s important to take adequate measures to protect yourself when using space heaters. 

Keep the following safety precautions in mind when using such equipment. 

 

Safety Precautions 

 

▪ Do not use space heaters to warm bedding, thaw pipes, or dry clothing.  

▪ Select space heaters with the Underwriters Laboratories (UL) safety mark.  

▪ Purchase units with automatic shut-off features and heating element guards.  

▪ Keep items that could be a potential ignition source at least 3 feet away from a space heater.  

▪ Turn off space heaters when you leave the room or go to sleep. 

▪ Supervise children and pets around space heaters to prevent burns.  

▪ Check for frayed insulation, broken wires, and overheating on electrical space heaters. If you notice any of 

these problems, have the unit serviced immediately.  

▪ Use only fuel recommended by the manufacturer for liquid-fueled space heaters.  

▪ Turn off the heater and let it cool before refueling. 

▪ Avoid using extension cords with space heaters. If you must do so, make sure that the cord is the right gauge 

size and type for the heater. 

 
Prevent Tripping Hazards 

 

Space heaters are more than just a fire risk. Units with long cords can present a tripping hazard if stored improperly. 

With this in mind, be sure to put safety first when determining where you will store a space heater in your home. 

Specifically, avoid storing the space heater in high-traffic areas. Try to place the heater in a location where any 

attached cords can be placed as far away from walkways as possible. 
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5 SPACE HEATER SAFETY TIPS 

 
According to the National Fire Protection Association, 32% of home heating fires are caused by space heaters. 

Follow these safety tips to keep you and your loved ones safe during the colder months. 

 

Pick a Safe Location: Place your space 

heater on a flat, dry and level surface. To 

avoid tip-over and injury, avoid putting a 

space heater in areas where children or 

pets are often present. 

Follow the 3-feet Rule: Ensure your space 

heater is positioned at least 3 feet away 

from any flammable object or substance. 

Having items within 3 feet can pose a 

serious fire hazard. 

Avoid Extension Cords: Always plug your 

space heater directly into an outlet to 

decrease chances of overheating, 

electrical shock and fire. 

Check Safety Features: Read the 

instruction manual and safety tag on your 

space heater before operating it to confirm 

it will automatically shut off if tipped over 

or becoming overheated. 

Shut it Off: Before leaving your home, 

always turn off your space heater and 

unplug it from the outlet. 


