Personal Vehicles Usage & Blue Light Model Policy
This model policy for fire and EMS agencies is intended for general information purposes only.  It should not be construed as legal advice or legal opinion regarding any specific or factual situation.  Follow your organization’s policies and procedures as presented by your manager or supervisor.  
This model policy uses the word department.  If this policy is for a different type of agency (district, squad, or company), use the ‘Replace’ function to change.
Purpose:
Insert name of agency establishes this policy to guide members on the legal and ethical use of their personal vehicles to respond to the station, emergency scene, or conduct department business.  
Roles & Responsibilities:
[bookmark: _Hlk207264018]WHO - insert name or title shall review this policy and updated as necessary to incorporate best risk control practices.  
Insert name or title of training officer shall review educational and training materials to incorporate best safety practices and operational feedback.
All personnel operating personal vehicles must exercise due diligence to minimize risks to themselves and their surroundings. Reckless or negligent operation will result in disciplinary action per department policy.  All accidents, injuries, or near-misses must be reported immediately to WHO – insert name or title and documented per department policy.
References:
New Jersey Title 39:3-54.7 et. seq.
New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission’s Information Pertaining to Emergency Blue Warning Lights
New Jersey Division of Fire Safety’s Fire Service Reference Booklet 5: Emergency Light 
Procedures:
Response to the station in personal vehicles 
While responding to the station, all New Jersey motor vehicle laws and rules shall be followed.   
Any member cited for a traffic violation under these circumstances may be suspended from agency activities.  The chief or his designate should determine the duration of the suspension.
An active member in good standing of insert agency name may display on a motor vehicle owned by the member or by a member of their household, a blue warning light or lights as provided in N.J. Title 39:3-54.7 et. seq..  Application for blue light permits may be obtained through WHO – insert name or title.  After consultation with the local Police Chief, the application shall be forwarded to the mayor or chief executive officer, to be countersigned and issued to the member.  Warning lights shall not be mounted or displayed prior to the issuance of such identification cards.
The lights may be used only when operating the vehicle in response to an emergency. U.S. Fire Administration defines a ‘true emergency’ as a situation in which there is a high probability of death or serious injury to an individual or significant property loss, and actions by an emergency vehicle driver may reduce the seriousness of the situation. 
At no time shall children be in the vehicle when responding with activated blue or red lights in their personal vehicle.  
Warning lights on personal vehicles shall be installed in accordance with Title 39:3-54.10.
Members must notify WHO – insert name or title in those cases where a license is expired, suspended or revoked and/or who is unable to obtain a license from the New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission.  A member that fails to report such an instance is subject to disciplinary action.  
Nothing contained herein is intended to grant to any member of a volunteer fire company or volunteer first aid or rescue squad any privileges or exemptions denied to the drivers of other vehicles, and such members displaying emergency warning lights shall drive with due regard for the safety of all persons and shall obey all the traffic laws of New Jersey. 
Personal Vehicles at Emergency Scenes
Departments must decide whether they will permit officers or members to respond directly to an emergency scene or not.  Consider a firefighter or fire officer or EMT passing a patient or victim in need.
If the department wants responders to respond to the station under all reasonably anticipated situations:
Responders in their personal vehicles should not respond to the scene.  All responders should report to the station and respond on a department vehicle.  
If the department will allow officers, firefighters, or EMTs to respond to the scene, it should define the conditions or situations here, and include the verbiage below
Responders who must/may respond to the scene in their personal vehicle should park their vehicle as far as reasonably possible, at least 200 feet if possible.  Do not park on private property unless permission is given.  Keep the vehicle on one side of the road and, if possible, out of the street.  Park your vehicle away from hazardous areas such as falling debris, downed electrical lines, the fire building, exposures, flames, toxic gases and smoke. If you park on a roadway, ensure your vehicle can be seen by oncoming traffic.
Personal vehicles are never permitted on limited access highways.
Use of Personal Vehicles for Department Business
Whenever possible, department business should be conducted using a department vehicle.
It is a best practice to get expressed permission from WHO – insert name or title to use a personal vehicle for department business.

Insert agency name 
Authorization for the Use of a Blue Warning Light
I, (print name) ______________________________________, accept the rights and responsibilities of using a blue emergency warning light and the permit issued to me. Specifically, I understand the following: 
1. I must remain an active member in good standing of insert agency name, and whose official duties include responding to a fire or emergency call to utilize a blue emergency warning light.
  
2. A blue emergency warning light shall only be used when the vehicle is being operated in response to an emergency, that is, a situation with a high probability of death or serious injury to an individual or significant property loss, and actions by an emergency agency may reduce the seriousness of the situation.

3. Using a blue emergency warning light does not extend privileges beyond that of any other motorist. All rules and regulations governed under Title 39-Motor Vehicles and Traffic Regulations shall be followed. This includes, but is not limited to, speeding, stopping at stop signs and red lights, using proper lanes of travel, and yielding when required. I may not pass a stopped school bus.

4. I will not use a blue emergency warning light when non-department members, including spouses, children, and friends, are in the vehicle.

5. A blue emergency warning light requests other motorists to grant me right-of-way. If a motorist does not, or cannot, yield the right-of-way, I will follow at a safe distance. 

6. A blue emergency warning light still requires me to operate my vehicle with ‘due regard.’ Due regard is defined as “appropriate carefulness, which is the degree of care that a prudent person would exercise.” 

7. I accept responsibility for my actions and behaviors when using a blue emergency warning light and accept liability and legalities for my actions. 

8. If for any reason, I cease to be an active response member of the insert agency name, I will return my blue light permit to the N.J. Motor Vehicle Commission within 10 days, as required by law. 

Please initial: ______ I have been given an opportunity to review the relevant sections of Title 39 and the Division of Fire Safety Booklet, and been given a chance to ask questions or for clarifications from a senior officer of the insert agency name 

Signature of Member _________________________________________________ Date ___________ 

Signature of Officer ___________________________________________________ Date ___________ 
Name & Rank of Officer _______________________________________________ 


NJ Motor Vehicle Commission Business Licensing Services Bureau
INFORMATION PERTAINING TO EMERGENCY BLUE WARNING LIGHTS
ELIGIBILITY: An applicant for a permit authorizing the use of emergency blue warning lights pursuant to N.J.A.C. 13:24 et seq., may be considered eligible only if the applicant is an active member in good standing of a volunteer fire company, first aid or rescue squad, or a county or municipal Office of Emergency Management volunteer whose official duties include responding to a fire or emergency call. 
POSSESSION AND EXHIBITION OF PERMIT: The permit must be in the possession of the operator at all times when the blue light(s) are operated on the vehicle and must be exhibited upon the request of any law enforcement official. 
PERMIT VALIDITY, CANCELLATION, REVOCATION: Permits are valid for four (4) years from the date of issuance and are non-transferable. When a person to whom a permit is issued ceases to be an active member in good standing of a volunteer fire company, volunteer first aid or rescue squad, or a volunteer Office of Emergency Management, the permit must be surrendered. Permits must be surrendered to the Motor Vehicle Commission within ten (10) days of the date of cancellation or revocation. 
MOUNTING OF LIGHTS: Emergency warning lights shall be removable or permanently attached of the flashing or revolving type, equipped with a blue lens and controlled by a switch installed inside the vehicle, or shall be blue of the light bar type. No more than two emergency warning lights shall be installed on a vehicle. If one light is used it shall be installed in the center of the roof of the vehicle, or on the front of the vehicle so that the top of the emergency warning light is no higher than the top of the vehicles headlights, or in the center of the dashboard. It may be a low-profile light bar of the strobe, halogen, or incandescent type, or a combination thereof. If two lights are used they may be placed on the windshield columns on each side of the vehicle where spotlights are normally mounted, or on either side of the roof at the front of the vehicle directly back of the top of the windshield. Under no circumstances may one light be placed on the roof and one on the windshield column in the spotlight position. Light elements shall be shielded from direct sight of view of the driver. 
ALTERNATING FLASHING OR STROBE HEADLIGHTS ARE PROHIBITED AND SHALL NOT BE INCORPORATED INTO THE HOUSING OF ANY LIGHTING. 
USE: The emergency blue warning lights may be used only when the vehicle is being operated in response to an emergency. Any other use of the light is prohibited. 
Questions related to the application for an emergency blue warning light may be directed to the Business Licensing Services Bureau at (609) 292-6500 ext. 5014.

The NJ MVC Aplications fro Municipal Emergency Blue Warning Lights, Volunteer Office of Emergency Management is available at https://www.nj.gov/mvc/pdf/about/BLC-54.pdf 
